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I would like to thank everyone in the 
Lincoln Community for your help with 
the HSA A Day at the Piazza fundraiser. 
This was an incredible event! Thanks 
to the creativity and hard work of our 
dedicated volunteers, A Day at the 
Piazza became more than just a school 
fundraiser, but rather a day where friends 
and families gathered together to enjoy 
each other’s company and a taste of 
the Italian culture. The generosity of 
our community has enabled the HSA to 
raise enough funds to purchase laptops 
for our students and to enhance our art 
program. I would like to thank all of our 
volunteers who dedicated countless 
hours in order to make this event a 
tremendous success. This day would 
not have been possible without your 
continuous efforts. Additionally, I would 
like to especially thank our sponsors 
and supporters, who went above and 
beyond to contribute so generously to 
A Day at the Piazza. Finally, I would like 
to thank the township of Caldwell and 

the Caldwell-West Caldwell Board of 
Education for their incredible support.

In March, we held another terrific 
Book Fair. I would like to thank all of 
the parent volunteers who assisted in 
organizing such a wonderful event. It is 
also important to recognize our HSA for 
once again providing vouchers for every 
Lincoln School student to get one free 
book from the Book Fair. We appreciate 
all you do to help promote literacy for 
our students.

Recently, several of our students 
performed in the Beginner String 
Recital and the Beginner Winds, 
Percussion and Brass Recital. 
Congratulations to these students for 
performing beautifully during these 
concerts. Additionally, I would like 
to thank our music teachers, Mrs. 
Fahlstedt, Mr. Lienhard, Mr. Downey 
and Mr. Modero for their ongoing efforts 
in our instrumental music program.

As we approach the last two months 
of our school year, there will be many 
activities going on here at Lincoln School 
including USA Day, Field Day, our Art 
Show and much more. Please refer to 
our calendar online at www.cwcboe.
com for updated events, in addition to 
looking out for communications from 
your child(ren)’s classroom teacher.

As always, thank you for your continued 
support!

Sincerely,

 
Adam Geher, Principal
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Classroom 
Updates

Mrs. O’Hara’s 
Kindergarten Classes

The kindergarten students are writing 
several ‘How to’ stories in addition to 
using their word building skills as they 
add many new words and phrases 
to their writing. We are planning a 
writing reception during the month of 
May for parents to attend where they 
will hear some of our stories. Each 
week, we are choosing new books 
to read during our reading workshop 
time, and our lessons include: finding 
sight words, main characters, reading 
patterns, and themes as we explore 
each story.

We are working on our science unit for 
Soil/Dirt where we are learning about 
the properties of soil, various types of 
soil, and what is needed in order for 
plants to grow.  We will be planting 
seeds and watching them grow in 
our kindergarten greenhouse, as we 
record facts and information in our 
plant journals.  

Each day, the children look forward to 
receiving mail, photos, and emails that 
continue to come in from our traveling 
rabbits, ‘Felix’. We are all excited to 
display the various places each Felix 
has traveled on our world map which 
hangs in the classroom for everyone 
to see!

Mrs. Bakos, Mrs. Macken and 
Mrs. Kelley’s 
First Grade Classes

Our first graders have been busy 
writing and reading nonfiction texts.  

They are writing “All About” books 
on self-selected topics. The students 
are teaching their readers by using 
nonfiction text conventions such as 
bold print, examples, comparisons, 
diagrams, and definitions. The young 
writers are assessing their own work 
with checklists, which serve to help 
the children make decisions about 
their writing goals. This work dovetails 
with their reading workshop focus. 
The children are reading about a 
nonfiction topic of interest.  Working 
in partnerships, the children are 
exploring a topic of interest by reading 
a variety of texts on their topic. 
Lessons provide nonfiction reading 
strategies to support comprehension.

If you visit our first grade classrooms 
you will see our Garden in a Glove 
project in the germination stage. The 
children “planted “seeds in the fingers 
of transparent gloves with moistened 
cotton balls in the tips of each 
finger. A different type of seed was 
placed in each finger and our young 
botanists are observing the growth 
and development of each seed. After 
learning about the life cycle of plants 
they are ready to observe and record 
their findings in their plant science 
journals.

Mrs. Dunphy, Mr. Leven and 
Mrs. Otinsky’s 
Second Grade Classes

The second graders have had a very 
busy marking period. In math, the 
children completed a unit on money.  
They have also been working on a 
unit on data analysis during which 
they have had some fun creating 
and administering various surveys, 
collecting data, analyzing it, and 
representing it in a variety of ways.  

In science, the second graders 
learned about sound and have done 
various experiments to explore how 
vibrations cause sound and how the 
anatomy of the ear works together 
with the brain to allow us to hear and 
recognize those sounds. In social 
studies, the children have been 
learning about one of our Founding 
Fathers, Thomas Jefferson, and 
some of the hallmarks of his life and 
career including helping to compose 
the Declaration of Independence, 
doubling the size of our country during 
his presidency with the Louisiana 
Purchase, and commissioning the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition to explore 
this new territory.  

Mrs. Tufano and Miss Walek’s 
Third Grade Classes

Third graders are very busy reading 
and writing across genres. We are 
currently reading historical fiction 
books. Students are focusing on 
the setting and thinking about how 
the time period can influence the 
characters and events. In writing, 
students are drafting realistic fiction 
stories. We began the unit by reading 
several mentor texts, which students 
are using in order to write their stories. 
We can’t wait to share the finished 
products with you!

After learning about bicycle safety in 
health, the students participated in our 
3rd grade Annual Bike Rodeo which 
took place on April 24th.  Each year, 
the Caldwell Police Department sends 
a few officers to guide us through 
bicycle safety stations.  Parents and 
students worked together to learn 
turning signals, being fitted for a 
helmet, which sides of the road to ride 
on, bike vs. automobile, etc.. What a 
terrific program for us to have!
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Ms. Landau and Mr. Stiefbold’s 
Fourth Grade Classes

The 4th graders have been 
busy reading the novels George 
Washington’s Socks and George 
Washington’s Spy. Each of these 
realistic fiction books involve 
time travel back to the American 
Revolutionary War and are written 
by Elvira Woodruff. The students 
were extremely excited to have had 
the opportunity to talk with Elvira 
Woodruff during her author visit to 
Lincoln School on Friday, April 17th.  

The students are currently learning 
about Geometry, perimeter and area 
in math class. Lines, line segment, 
rays and angles are the key concepts 
in the geometry unit. Measuring and 
calculating area and perimeter of 
different shapes are the focus of the 
perimeter and area unit.

Mrs. Dunne and Miss Kolator’s 
Fifth Grade Classes

Have you ever wondered what sort 
of occupations people had during 
colonial times? To continue the 
fifth grade unit of study on Colonial 
times, each student researched 
about and created a diorama of a 
colonial occupation. Some of these 
occupations include: a school house 
teacher, a candlestick maker, a 
glassmaker, and a farmer. In addition, 
the students wrote a persuasive letter 
to a friend in England inviting them 
over to the colonies to seek better 
opportunities. Some of these projects 
were on display at the Caldwell Public 
Library during the month of April. The 
students outdid themselves this year!

To gain more knowledge and 
background information about 
life during Colonial times, our fifth 

graders are reading the novel The 
Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth 
George Speare. Through reading 
this book, the children are making 
connections to the topics they are 
learning about in Social Studies 
and the crafts they are completing 
such as cross-stitching and creating 
hornbooks.

We are also enjoyed participating 
in the 4th annual National Poem in 
Your Pocket Day on April 30th. Over 
250 poems were distributed to the 
students during library time prior to 
the 30th, and they each decorated 
their own poem and pocket based on 
the topic of the poem given to them.  
Then, the students wore and shared 
their poems throughout the day with 
teachers and friends, and at night 
with their families. It is always a fun 
day for everyone involved! 

Classroom Updates (cont)

“The important thing is not to stop 
questioning.”

– Albert Einstein

K Kids News

We have just mailed out our Project 
Gratitude Cards.  We received some 
beautiful cards from the Lincoln 
students that are sure to put a smile 
on the veterans and servicemen and 
women’s faces. The members of 
K-Kids chose one winner from each 
class who all received coupons for 

a free ice cream during 
lunch, compliments of the 
HSA.

We are eager to start our 
next project, which will 
be collecting items for 
the food pantry. K-Kids would like 
to thank the Lincoln School HSA for 
their ongoing support. 
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The Reader’s Corner
Miss Golembeski and Mrs. Canale 

April was another exciting month 
in our school library! On April 
17th students visited with author 
Elvira Woodruff. To prepare for the 
visit, several of her books were 
read aloud. Miss Golembeski had 
discussions about the books,

Ms. Woodruff’s writing style, and possible questions that 
would be appropriate to ask during her visit. Some of 
the books shared were: 
Dragon in My Backpack, 
The Wing Shop, Small 
Beauties, and The Memory 
Coat. Students enjoyed 
the visit and learned 
valuable information about 
the writing process and 
how writers get ideas.

To end the month, students 
celebrated National Poem 
in Your Pocket Day on April 
30th which intentionally 
coincides with April being 
National Poetry Month. 
Miss Golembeski and Mrs. 
Canale compiled more 
than 250 poems for the event now held for the fourth 
consecutive year. Each staff member and student at 
our school wore a pocket decorated to match the topic 
of their poem. Throughout the day 
students shared poems with their 
classmates and teachers. Even our 
district superintendent, Dr. Heinegg, 
stopped by to share a favorite poem. 
What a great way to share a love of 
poetry! 

Book Fair 2015
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Third Grade Bike Rodeo

Jump Rope For Heart
On Friday, April 10th, nearly 100 3rd, 4th and 
5th grade students participated in our annual 
Jump Rope for Heart event.  We would like to 
thank all of the teachers and staff that helped 
to run the event. It was great to see everyone 
enjoying this event, which keeps our students 
active and serves as a fundraiser for the 
American Heart Association. We are so proud 
of the Lincoln Community for raising over 
$3,700.00 this year. Thank you all for your 
continued support. 

Sincerely,
Mrs. Ciesla and Mrs. Zeman
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?

Answer: Miss Vecchione

Guess Who?
College Majors: Education and Art

Hobbies: I enjoy researching my family’s ancestry. I also love my camera and taking 
pictures of nature and my family.

Fact: I have traveled to Italy, Ireland and Japan

Fact: I have two sisters and one brother who are all younger than me, 
but I am the shortest!

Who Am I? 

Thunder Lista shows off his school spirit 
by wearing his favorite Lincoln Leopards 
shirt!

Does your pet have Lincoln spirit? 
E-mail your photo to Carolynn at cobrien@
graphics-connection.com for inclusion in 
a future issue!

Featured Lincoln Spirit Pet
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Letter from the HSA 
Can you believe the end of the 
school year is quickly approaching?!  
We are finally having some nice 
weather and before you know it, 
summer will be here! Before we close 
the book on this school year, we have 
some great activities coming up that 
will help us finish out the school year.  
Be sure to check out the Mark Your 
Calendar section of this issue so you 
won’t miss a thing!

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Tina Siedler and Patrese 
Lattimer for all their hard work with 
the Book Fair.  We also want to thank 
all of our volunteers and shoppers that 
made this event a success.  

Thank you to Juliann Gaffney and Juli 
Platt for another great Spring Plant 
Sale!  We hope you are enjoying your 
colorful spring flowers!

With the nice weather we have been 
having, our bike rack at school is quite 
full these days!  Thank you to all the 
volunteers who assisted with the 3rd 
Grade Bike Rodeo! It is nice to see 
some new bikes on the bike rack! 

We hope you were able to attend our 
A Day at the Piazza event on April 
18th. It was a fantastic event and lots 
of fun! Thank you to Paula Sules and 
Nicole Peepas for co-chairing the Day 
at the Piazza Committee and to every 
volunteer that contributed to making 
our Spring Fundraiser a complete 
success.  It was amazing to see so 

many people come together to 
support our children. We know this 
event took months to plan and from 
the bottom of our hearts, we thank 
each and every one of you!
Next school year is going to be an 
exciting one for Lincoln School!!  
Lincoln School is turning 100!! In 
order to celebrate properly, we are 
currently looking for volunteers to form 
a committee and assist in making this 
a memorable day for all. Alumni will 
be invited back to the school and our 
children will be preforming shows in 
the morning. In the afternoon, we plan 
to go outside and get moving with 
some old fashioned games! Surely, a 
fun day for all. If you are interested in 
helping plan for this event (organize 
games, etc.) please contact Missy 
Nappi or Gretchen Ievers for more 
information.  

While we are all looking forward to our 
summer break, the HSA is also trying 
to fill all of our key positions for the 
2015-2016 school year.  As we have 
mentioned, it is very important that we 
all pitch in to ensure that we are able 
to keep the HSA operating strong.  
Without doing so, we are in jeopardy 
of being able to continue with the 
many activities we offer our children 
today.  

Below is a list of positions that are 
still available.

 One Class Parent Position
 (Assistant)

  Two Fundraising Positions

  One to Two Hospitality Positions

  One Playground Position

  One Special Projects Position

  One USA Day Position 
(Assistant)

If you are interested in any of the 
above positions, please contact Missy 
Nappi (molson533@yahoo.com) 
ASAP!  We are looking forward to 
working with you next school year.

Enjoy all of the upcoming activities 
that are planned and please let us 
know if you have any questions or 
ideas!

Warm Regards,

Missy Nappi and Gretchen Ievers
2014–2015 HSA President and Vice 
President

Enjoy!
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May 2015

Thursday, May 7th All District Orchestra Festival 

Friday, May 8th 5th Grade DARE Graduation

Friday, May 8th Family Fun Night

Wednesday, May 13th HSA Meeting

Friday, May 15th 4th Grade Native American Museum

Saturday, May 16th CWC Education Foundation 5K

Wednesday, May 20th USA Day

Friday, May 22nd–Tuesday, May 26th School Closed - Memorial Day Weekend 

June 2015

Monday, June 1st Spring Concert/HSA General Meeting

Monday, June 1st 5th Grade Colonial Museum

Tuesday, June 2nd Early Dismissal

Tuesday, June 2nd Kindergarten Orientation

Tuesday, June 2nd Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Wednesday, June 3rd
(Rain Date Friday, June 5th)

Field Day

Tuesday, June 9th Art Show

Wednesday. June 10th HSA Reorganization Meeting 

Thursday, June 18th   5th Grade Pool Party

Friday, June 19th 5th Grade Carnival

Friday, June 19th 5th Grade Promotion

Tuesday, June 23rd Early Dismissal and Last Day of School!

Mark Your Calendar
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The HSA of Lincoln School would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to make this day a huge success! 

The proceeds of this event will be used to fund new computer 
technology and to enhance the art program for Lincoln School.

creative that powers your brand

graphics-connection.com

The HSA of 
Lincoln School presents

Lincoln School Major Fundraiser 2015


