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On behalf of the faculty and staff here at 
Lincoln School, I would like to wish all of 
our families a healthy and happy 2015. 
As we head into the second half of the 
school year, I am pleased to consistently 
see our faculty and students working 
hard to achieve the goal of academic 
excellence. I am impressed with the 
progress your children make here every 
day in all aspects of learning. Furthermore, 
here at Lincoln School, we all appreciate 
your support and help at home. I cannot 
say enough how important the home-
school partnership is between you and 
our staff. It is one of the many reasons, 
I believe, Lincoln School will continue to 
be an exceptional environment for your 
children to learn and grow.

In continuing to foster the relationship 
between home and school, I would like 
to commend our families for participating 
in our Parents as Reading Partners 
program. It is such a wonderful addition 
to our curriculum, and each month I am 
delighted to hear partner reading taking 
place between our family members and 
our students as I walk through the halls. 
I look forward to seeing new and familiar 
faces during our monthly sessions, and 
I encourage you to involve some of your 
other family members and friends to join in 
on this rewarding educational experience.

I would like to thank everyone who 
participated in our Lincoln School 
Marathon program. Without your support 
and commitment, our students would not 
have had the fun, excitement, and success 
that they did. Thank you to Mrs. Zeman 
and to Mrs. Ciesla for spearheading the 
program. It was a huge success, and we 
appreciate their creativity and dedication!

Thank you to our music teachers for 
their hard work with our winter concert. 
Students in our band, orchestra and 
chorus all performed beautifully. We are 
looking forward to more outstanding 
performances at our spring concert in 
May.

I recently came across an article about 
parental involvement in school projects 
that I enjoyed reading. It is a quick read 
that is both enlightening and humorous, 
so I felt it was worth sharing with all of 
you. You can access it here: parental 
involvement

Lastly, I would like to remind everyone 
that our 2nd marking period is coming to 
a close. Report cards will be sent home 
with your children on Friday, January 
30th.

Once again, thank you for your continued 
support. I cannot stress enough how 
lucky we are to have you as part of the 
Lincoln family. Whether helping your child 
at home, volunteering for the HSA or 
donating time within the school itself, you 
are making a difference for your children. 
Let’s make the second half of the school 
year even better than the first half!
 
Adam Geher, Principal
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Message from the Principal 

Quick Links 
Click to jump to an article

Parents as Reading 
Partners

http://mobile.nytimes.com/blogs/parenting/2015/01/16/thats-your-childs-homework-project-not-yours/?partner=socialflow&smid=tw-nytimes&referrer=
http://mobile.nytimes.com/blogs/parenting/2015/01/16/thats-your-childs-homework-project-not-yours/?partner=socialflow&smid=tw-nytimes&referrer=
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Classroom 
Updates

Mrs. O’Hara’s 
Kindergarten Classes

The kindergarteners have been busy 
in social studies learning about 
animals in winter, listening to stories 
about hibernation, migration, and 
which animals survive in the cold 
weather. In science, we are studying 
the season of 
winter, and will 
be learning about 
the properties of 
weather—freezing, 
snow and ice. 
Our study will end 
with an “In School 
Snow Day,” on January 28th when 
the children can come to school in 
PJ’s and have some snow fun inside! 

We will begin our next writing unit 
on writing “How To” booklets. 
During Reading Workshop time, the 
kindergarteners are learning how to 
select books, care for books, and 
how to recognize both fiction and 
non-fiction reading text. In math, 
we have been working on beginning 
addition skills, using objects to count 
and add, telling addition stories, as 
well as learning math vocabulary for 
addition facts of plus and equal.

Mrs. Bakos, Mrs. Macken and 
Mrs. Kelley’s 
First Grade Classes

The first graders have been busy 
learning about geography in social 
studies. They worked hard making 
maps of the primary wing of our 
school, along with a map of our 

school neighborhood that includes 
important landmarks such as the 
Grover Cleveland Birthplace, Lincoln 
School and Forte’s. The students 
have been exploring the properties 
of water during their science lessons 
with fun, water based 
experiments in which 
the children test their 
hypotheses. They made 
water cycle bracelets to 
tell the parts of the water 
cycle using scientific vocabulary. 

Our reading workshop lessons have 
focused on “Reading with a Wide 
Awake Mind”. Using this method, 
the children learn comprehension 
strategies that encourage deep 
understanding of texts. Our classes 
launched their Jan Brett author 
study and have enjoyed comparing 
the characters, settings and plots 
of the stories. In addition, this study 
has led to lively discussions as the 
children determine the theme of 
each book. Writing Workshop finds 
our first graders eager to compose 
small moment stories. The young 
writers are now focusing on making 
their stories more readable for their 
audience. First graders 
begin their addition and 
subtraction fact quizzes 
this month and after 
learning about related 
facts and fact families, they are ready 
to take on this challenge!

Mrs. Dunphy, Mr. Leven and 
Mrs. Otinsky’s 
Second Grade Classes

The second graders have just finished 
up a Science unit on the three States 
of Matter. Many fun experiments 
were done to explore how different 
factors can cause States of Matter to 

change in interesting ways. We are 
now beginning a unit on stars and 
constellations in science and will be 
planning a trip to a 
planetarium to do 
some stargazing of 
our own! In Social 
Studies we are concentrating on 
economics, with a specific focus on 
wants vs. needs, goods and services, 
and community helpers. 

A Writing Workshop unit on realistic 
fiction, with a specific focus on 
revision skills, has given our budding 
authors a chance to try their hand 
at fiction writing, and with great 
results! Reading Workshop lessons 
have reinforced the writing unit with 
a focus on the elements of fiction 
stories. 

Our book report this month is a cool 
penguin that slips and slides into 
books. Look for a great display! 

Mrs. Tufano and Miss Walek’s 
Third Grade Classes

In Science, our 
students will explore 
the Solar System. They 
will compare the inner 
and outer planets, and 
they will make a model 
of the Solar System fit 
to scale. Later, we will 
research the planets 
and write informational 
pieces. Physical and Political maps 
of New Jersey is the unit we are 
working on in Social Studies, and the 
students are having fun reading large 
maps. We look forward to performing 
a play called Pushing Up the Sky by 
J. Bruchac. The students will read it, 
practice the lines, create costumes 
and become actors/actresses soon!
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Ms. Landau and Mr. Stiefbold’s 
Fourth Grade Classes

During the 4th grade holiday party, 
the children made beautiful and 
heartfelt greeting cards for the 
residents of Crane’s Mill Assisted 
Living. Over the break, these cards 
were hand delivered by some of our 
students. The cards brought smiles 
to many seniors and even to one 
gentleman who “never” smiles. Our 
students learned that it feels great to 
make other people happy.

We have begun our integrated Native 
American unit of studies in Language 
Arts, Social Studies, and Computers. 
The students are excited to learn how 
to take notes as they research, so 
as not to “plagiarize”. The students 
are using both hard cover books as 
well as on-line materials 
for their sources. The 
final research reports 
will be in the form of a 
“newspaper” and will be typed by the 
students into Google Docs. Soon, we 

begin our in-class craft projects in 
preparation for the 4th Grade Native 
American museum.

In science, the students are learning 
about simple, series, and parallel 
circuits. The hands-on learning is the 
best as they create their own circuit 
boards. Long Division and fractions 
are keeping us busy in math. We 
know that math is a series of puzzles, 
and it’s our job to solve them!

Mrs. Dunne and Miss Kolator’s 
Fifth Grade Classes

In Social Studies, the children have 
been studying the ancient civilizations 
of North America. 
Our studies 
focused on the 
Maya and Aztec 
Civilizations from 
Mexico and the 
Anasazi (The 
Ancient Ones) 
from the present day section of the 
Four Corners of the United States. 

As a culminating activity, the children 
worked in groups and created 
projects such as Mayan Temples, 
cliff dwellings, Aztec jewelry and 
masks. These will be on display in the 
Penthouse hallway from January 16th 
until early February. 

The fifth graders decided that they 
wanted to help 
with the HSA 
fundraiser, A 
Day at the 
Piazza. 
They are 
presently 
working with 
Mrs. Mercado, 
one of our 
aides, on a 
sewing project to create cloth bags 
for this event. They will also man 
the booth and assist with the sales 
of these items. Be sure to stop by 
the booth and see the children’s 
handiwork!

Classroom Updates (cont)

creative that powers your brand

graphics-connection.com

The HSA of 
Lincoln School presents

“Books are a uniquely portable magic.”
– Stephen King
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The Reader’s Corner
Miss Golembeski  

Our most recent deposit of proceeds from the collection of Box Top coupons totaled 
over $525. All proceeds go directly to the school library to purchase books. The following 
were some of the 38 newly purchased books that were ordered:

Early Reader Nonfiction Series – From Start to Finish: 
Sports Gear by Robin Nelson

• From Wood to Baseball Bat – How 
does a piece of wood become a 
brand-new baseball bat? Follow 
each step in the process—from 
cutting the wood to shipping the 
bat to a store—in this fascinating 
book!

• From Plastic to Soccer Ball – How 
does a sheet of plastic become a 
soccer ball? Follow each step in 
the process—from strengthening 
the plastic to boxing up a brand 
new ball—in this fascinating book!

New Chapter Book Series – For Newly Independent 
Readers – Judy Moody and Friends by Megan McDonald 
• Amy Namey in Ace Reporter – Amy 

Namey, Ace Reporter, is on the hunt for 
a good news story. But not a lot happens 
in the town of Frog Neck Lake. So what’s 
a budding reporter to do? Team up with 
Judy Moody! With Judy along to sniff out 
a story, anything can happen. Like maybe 
a close encounter with the famed Great Virginia Sea 
Serpent, Taboo! Are Amy and Judy about to stumble 
upon the scoop of the century?

• Frank Pearl in the Awful Waffle Kerfuffle – 
Just once, Frank Pearl would like to win at 
something! He is going to win a prize if it’s 
the last thing he does. Could an amazing 
yo-yo trick or Cookie the parrot land him 
a prize? Could a blue ribbon be his at the 
Great Third-Grade Breakfast Bash? With 
three shots at a prize and Judy Moody cheering him on 
(sort of), there’s no way that Frank can miss out on a 
trophy this time.

• Jessica Finch in Pig Trouble – With her 
birthday coming up, Jessica hopes that, 
just maybe, her present will be a real-live 
potbellied pig. Jessica can hardly wait for 
her party with Judy Moody and all their 
friends. But Judy Moody is acting like a 
pig-head and Jessica UN-invites her from 
the party. To make matters worse, Jessica has snooped 
around the house and has found zero sign of a pig 
present. Could her birthday be any more of a disaster? 
Geared to newly independent readers, this story will 
have Judy Moody fans in pig heaven.

• Rocky Zang in the Amazing Mr. Magic 
– Rocky is perfecting the tricks for his 
magic show when Judy Moody offers to 
be his assistant. Rocky agrees, but it turns 
out that Judy—or Stella the Spectacular 
as she calls herself—is the most UN-
spectacular assistant ever. When she gets 
ketchup all over the magic rabbit, the Amazing Mr. 
Magic has had enough! Is Rocky’s magic good enough 
to mend his and Judy’s friendship? From Megan 
McDonald comes a Judy Moody story just right for 
newly independent readers.
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Biography Chapter Book Series – Who Was?

• Who Was Susan B. Anthony? – Susan 
B. Anthony may be an international 
icon but her campaign for women’s 
rights had personal roots. Working as 
a school teacher in New York, Anthony 
refused to settle for less pay than her 
male colleagues which ignited her 
lifelong devotion to women’s equality. Anthony toured 
the United States and Europe giving speeches and 
publishing articles as one of the most important 
advocates of women’s rights. Learn more about the 
woman behind the movement in Who Was Susan B. 
Anthony?

• Who Was Clara Barton? – Clarissa 
“Clara” Barton was a shy girl who grew 
up to become a teacher, nurse, and 
humanitarian. At a time when few women 
worked outside the home, she became 
the first woman to hold a government 
job, as a patent clerk in Washington, DC. 
In 1864, she was appointed “lady in charge” of the 
hospitals at the front lines of the Union Army, where 
she became known as the “Angel of the Battlefield.” 
Clara Barton built a career helping others. She went on 
to found the American Red Cross, one of her greatest 
accomplishments, and one of the most recognized 
organizations in the world.

• Who Was Henry Ford? – Born on a small 
farm in rural Michigan, Henry Ford’s 
humble beginnings were no match 
for his ambition. Ford quickly created 
a manufacturing dynasty, bringing 
affordable cars to the masses and forever 
changing America and the American 
workplace. Who Was Henry Ford? details his meteoric 
rise, and explains how the genius behind the assembly 
line and the Model T shaped modern American industry.

• Who Is George Lucas? – As a child his 
passions were comics and cars, but 
George Lucas grew up to be one of the 
most successful filmmakers of all time. 
He is a producer, screenwriter, director 
and entrepreneur whose company Lucas 
Films pioneered the movie effects that 
changed the world of animation. He founded Industrial 
Light and Magic, which transformed special sound and 
visual effects throughout the Hollywood film industry. He 
is best known, of course, as the creator of the Star Wars 
movie, television, gaming, toy and merchandise empire, 
as well as the archeologist-adventure series Indiana 
Jones.  Discover the man behind the magic in Who Is 
George Lucas?

Thank you so much for taking the time to cut out and 
send in the Box Tops to school. Although each one is 
only worth ten cents, the dimes add up! 

The Reader’s Corner (cont)
Miss Golembeski  

Thank You!
A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the second graders who donated gently used books to 
support a book drive organized by the 2nd Grade Brownie troop. Many wonderful books were 
collected and these will accompany the toys being sent to the St. Rocco’s Homeless Shelter 
in Newark. The Brownies are grateful for your support.
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?

Answer: Mrs. Landau

Guess Who?
Town Where I Grew Up: South Orange, NJ

Favorite Dessert: Warm homemade Toll House chocolate chip cookies

Favorite Vacation Spots: Cape Cod and Israel

Hobby: I love nature and talking long hikes with my family including 
my two Golden Retrievers

Interesting Fact: I was an Environmental Lawyer before becoming a teacher; 
I am a volunteer clown and teach clowning to teens and adults

Who Am I? 

Lincoln School is participating in the Box Tops for 
Education™ program. Clipping Box Tops is an easy 
way for you to help our school buy what it needs. 
Box Tops are each worth 10¢ and they quickly add 
up to real cash for our school. This school year, our 
school’s earnings goal is $1,000.

To help our school, just look for pink Box Tops 
on products, clip them, and send them to school. 
Please send them into school in a Ziploc bag and 
your teacher will keep them in a box. We are having 
an exciting contest for the class that collects the 
most Box Tops. We will be doing this contest three 
times this year, December, March and June. The 
class who collects the most will get free ice cream 
on Friday!

If you have any questions, please contact Erica 
Lista at m.e.lista@verizon.net.

Rudy Navarro shows off his school spirit 
by wearing his favorite Lincoln Leopards 
shirt!

Does your pet have Lincoln spirit? 
E-mail your photo to Carolynn at cobrien@
graphics-connection.com for inclusion in 
a future issue!

Keep them 

coming!

Featured Lincoln Spirit Pet
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Letter from the HSA 
Welcome to 2015! We hope everyone 
had a fun and relaxing holiday break. 
So far, we are off to a great second 
half of the school year. Wonderful 
things are scheduled and underway 
to make this winter pass quickly so 
we can start to look forward to some 
warmer temperatures (sooner than 
later we hope!). 

Before we completely leave 2014 
behind, we need to give a huge 
THANK YOU to Memmy Petriw and 
Juna Laddey for organizing a fantastic 
Holiday Gift Sale. To all of you who 
volunteered your time or came out and 
supported the sale, we thank you. The 
Holiday Gift Sale was very successful 
and we couldn’t have achieved our 
goals without you. Another thank you 
to Tracy Voca who organized the 
Poinsettia Sale. We appreciate your 
time and effort!

We started 2015 off with another 
well attended Parents as Reading 
Partners. This program has received 
recognition throughout the district and 
has been highlighted in the Caldwell 
Patch. If you haven’t had a chance to 
attend, we encourage you to look at 
the upcoming dates and help support 
the program. Thank you to Mr. Geher 
for putting this great program together 
and encouraging literacy on all levels 
with our children. On that note, don’t 
forget, our annual Book Fair will be 
taking place in March. This is a great 
opportunity to give your bookshelves 
a makeover and continue Parents as 
Reading Partners while at home with 
your child.  

Kindergarten Registration for Lincoln 
School will be taking place on Monday, 
February 9th from 9:00 am–11:00 am. 
If you have a kindergarten age child 
or know of someone within the district 
who does, please remind them to 
check the district calendar to ensure 
they know the correct day/time to 
enroll their child for school. 

Our major Spring Fundraiser is 
quickly approaching and we are 
getting really excited! Hopefully you 
have had an opportunity to contact 
Nicole Peepas or Paula Sules to 
volunteer. If not, there is still time! 
This is Lincoln School’s opportunity to 
come together not only as a Lincoln 
community but to also create support 
among our other elementary schools. 
The “Day at the Piazza” committee 
has been working extremely hard and 
their goal is purchase new computer 
technology and enhance the art 
program for Lincoln School. Please 
mark your calendar and come and 
support Lincoln School on Saturday, 
April 18th. Share this fantastic event 
with your family and friends and help 
contribute to a great turnout. Come 
one, come all! 

Our Fun-at-Lunch Series is underway. 
Stacy Quinn and Juliann Gaffney 
have put together a great line-up of 
visitors who are sure to be lots of fun 
for our children. We have two dates 
that will require parent volunteers: 
Lincoln School Dance Party on 
Friday, February 6th and Valentine’s 
Bingo on Thursday, February 12th. 
If you are interested in volunteering 
to either help get the children up and 
dancing or to assist in Valentine’s 
Bingo, please contact Stacey Quinn 
(ahquinn3@msn.com) or Juliann 

Gaffney (julianngaffney@aol.com). 
Thank you for getting our children up 
and moving during these chilly winter 
months!

As we move into the second half of the 
school year, we’d like to remind you 
all that spring will be upon us before 
you know it. During that time, the HSA 
begins its recruitment process for 
volunteers for the open positions for 
the following school calendar year. It 
is critical that we fill these positions 
prior to the end of the school year 
so that we have time to transition 
and prepare. It is important that we 
continue to fill these positions and 
recruit new parents to participate. 
Please remember that without you, we 
would not be able to offer the many 
programs we do. If you have any 
questions about any of the ways you 
can volunteer, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. During the spring we will 
be following up with open positions 
and their descriptions. Thank you in 
advance for considering to volunteer 
your time. 

Thank you again for all your support!  
If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact either of 
us! We are looking forward to a 
wonderful 2015!

Warm Regards,

Missy Nappi and Gretchen Ievers
2014–2015 HSA President and Vice 
President
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February 2015

Friday, 2/6; Thursday, 2/12 Fun-at-Lunch

Thursday, 2/5; Wednesday, 2/11 Ice Cream Sales

Friday, 2/6 Parents as Reading Partners: 8:55 am–9:15 am

Monday, 2/9 Kindergarten Registration for Lincoln School: 9:00 am–11:00 am

Wednesday, 2/11
Cultural Arts Assembly: 1:45 pm

HSA Meeting: 7:15 pm

Friday, 2/13 Early Dismissal

Monday, 2/16; Tuesday, 2/17 School Closed

Friday, 2/20 Family Fun Night: 6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Wednesday, 2/25 Intermediate String Recital: 1:30 pm

Friday, 2/27 4th and 5th Grade Dance-a-Thon: 6:30 pm–8:00 pm

March 2015

Monday, 3/2–Friday, 3/6 Grade 5 PARCC–Performance-based assessment

Friday, 3/6 Parents as Reading Partners: 8:55 am–9:15 am

Sunday, 3/8 Harlem Wizards Basketball Game 8 at JCHS hosted by CWCEF

Monday, 3/9 HSA Meeting: 9:00 am

Monday, 3/9–Friday, 3/13 Grade 4 PARCC–Performance-based assessment

Saturday, 3/14 Book Fair: 10:00 am–12:00 pm

Monday, 3/16 Book Fair: 9:00 am–4:00 pm

Monday, 3/16–Friday, 3/20 Grade 3 PARCC–Performance-based assessment 

Wednesday, 3/18 Book Fair: 9:00 am–4:00 pm; 6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Friday, 3/20
Beginner Wind and Percussion Recital: 10:00 am

Jump Rope for Heart: 6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Wednesday, 3/25 Beginner String Recital: 1:30 pm

Monday, 3/30 – Sunday 4/5 School Closed (Spring Break)

Mark Your Calendar

(continued)
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April 2015

Monday, 4/6 School Re-opens

Friday, 4/10 Parents as Reading Partners: 8:55 am–9:15 am

Tuesday, 4/7; Wednesday, 4/8 InView Assessments (Grade 2 and 3)

Thursday, 4/16
Parent/Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal
HSA Meeting: 7:15 pm 

Friday, 4/17 Author Visit

Saturday, 4/18 (April 25 Rain Date) A Day at the Piazza 3:00 pm–8:00 pm

Monday, 4/20 Parent/Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal

Wednesday, 4/22 Parent/Teacher Conferences (Evening)

Friday 4/24 (May 1 Rain Date) 3rd Grade Bike Rodeo

Mark Your Calendar (cont)

The HSA of Lincoln School is proud to sponsor A Day at the 
Piazza, a family, community event to be held on Saturday, 
April 18 from 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Rain date April 25.

Our mission is to create an event that brings together 
members of the Caldwell community in a warm, friendly, family 
setting that draws from the Italian culture—where food, art and 
family are shared and enjoyed together. 

The proceeds of this event will be used to fund new 
computer technology and to enhance the art program for 
Lincoln School.

This fabulous event, A Day at the Piazza, will feature live Italian 
music, regional Italian foods and cheeses, themed games and 
activities, a 50/50 and cupcake competition for the kids is sure 
to be fun for all! We will also be crowning the winner of our 
Best Meatball in Town contest! 

creative that powers your brand
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The HSA of 
Lincoln School presents

Lincoln School Major Fundraiser 2015

Please support our school! Please click here to make a donation or share this link 
with your family and friends: http://www.gofundme.com/gijb0w. 

http://www.gofundme.com/gijb0w

