
1

Once again, our annual Book Fair was 
a huge success! I would like to extend a 
special thank you to the co-chairs, 
Mrs. DeFuria and Mrs. LaChac. This was 
their third year running the Book Fair, and 
they have done an amazing job each 
year. Additionally, I would like to thank 
all of the parent volunteers who assisted 
in organizing such a wonderful event. It 
is also important to recognize our HSA 
for providing vouchers for every Lincoln 
School student to get one free book 
from the Book Fair. What a great gift for 
our children to receive! We appreciate
all you do to help promote literacy for 
our students.

As spring is upon us, so is standardized 
testing season. Please remind your 
children to be as relaxed as possible 
during these testing times. The 2nd 
graders have already completed their 
Terra Nova assessments. If your child is in 
grades 3rd through 5th, please keep the 
following dates in mind:

• 3rd graders will take the NJ ASK 
beginning on Monday, May 12th and 
ending on Thursday, May 15th. 

• 4th graders will take the NJ ASK 
beginning on Monday, May 12th and 
ending on Friday, May 16th. 

• 5th graders will take the NJ ASK 
beginning on Monday, May 5th and 
ending on Thursday, May 8th.

Recently, several of our students 
performed in the Beginner String Recital 
and the Beginner Winds, Percussion 
and Brass Recital. Congratulations to 
these students for performing beautifully 
during these concerts. Also, I would 
like to thank our music teachers, Mrs. 
Fahlstedt, Mr. Lienhard, Mr. Downey, and 
Mr. Modero for their ongoing efforts in our 
instrumental music program.

On March 28th, many of our 3rd, 4th 
and 5th grade students enjoyed a fun 
night at our annual Jump Rope for Heart 
event. This is our 15th year running the 
event, and to date, we have raised over 
45 thousand dollars for the American 
Heart Association…something to be very 
proud of! Congratulations to Mrs. Ciesla 
and Mrs. Zeman for coordinating another 
terrific and extremely successful event!

As we approach the last two months 
of our school year, there will be many 
activities going on here at Lincoln School. 
Please refer to our calendar online at 
www.cwcboe.org for updated events, 
and look for communications from your 
child(ren)’s classroom teacher.

As always, thank you for your  
continued support!

Sincerely,

Adam Geher, Principal
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Another Great Book Fair!
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Classroom 
Updates

Miss DelVecchio’s 
LLD Class

Miss DelVecchio’s class celebrated 
the start of April by making 
“rainbows of wishes” to decorate 
the classroom. The students came 
up with some very creative things 
they would wish for. In math, the 
second graders have begun learning 
how to add with regrouping, while 
the kindergarteners are working on 
measurement and identifying solid 
figures. The class also learned about 
recycling in honor of Earth Day.

Mrs. O’Hara’s 
Kindergarten Classes

The kindergarten class 
recently took a field trip to the 
Essex County Environmental 
Center to begin our ‘Spring 
Discovery.’ The children 
went on a nature walk and 
discovered beginning signs of spring, 
using some natural surroundings such 
as onion sprouts, daffodils, soil, and 
crocus petals to paint colors onto their 
‘discovery plate.’ The children also got 
to find eight tadpoles in the frog pond, 
the most we have ever uncovered 
in the frog pond at the center! The 
students are doing a great job reading 
the books they select for our ‘Book in 
a Bag’ reading program at home. We 
are also receiving some mail from some 
of the students’ traveling rabbit, Felix. 
Our upcoming science studies for the 
spring will be learning about rocks and 
the life cycle of a frog. 

Mrs. Dunphy and Mrs. Macken’s 
First Grade Classes

Our first graders recently visited the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum. On their 
trip, they went to the Arboretum’s 
classroom laboratory where they will 
explore the structure 
of plants hands 
on and discover 
what plants need to 
survive. Afterwards 
the children will enjoy 
a tour of the arboretum where they 
will learn about foliage native to 
New Jersey.

Mrs. Leven and Miss Walek’s 
Second Grade Classes

The second graders took a Field Trip 
to the Newark Museum on April 1. 
The children visited the planetarium 
where they saw a presentation about 
the sun and the planets. They also 
saw and learned about the stars 
and constellations that are visible in 
our night skies this time of the year. 
In addition, they learned about 
the age of the earth and how the 
continents were formed via film 
clips and artifacts. It was a fun and 
educational trip!

 Mrs. Bakos and Mrs. Tufano’s 
Third Grade Classes

Students are working in Book Clubs 
during reading workshops. Small 
groups are reading shared texts and 
meeting to discuss what they have 
read each night. In writing workshop, 
we are starting to write realistic 
fiction. Students are working on 
measurement in math. We enjoyed  
a great trip to the planetarium 
last month.

Ms. Landau and Mr. Stiefbold’s 
Fourth Grade Classes

The fourth graders have entered the 
world of fractions learning how to 
find equivalent fractions, simplify, 
and compare. They are modeling 
with drawings and fraction tiles and 
thinking about how we use fractions 
every day. 

In reading we have begun our 
author study of Elvira Woodruff, 
the author of the much loved 
George Washington’s Socks. 
Mr. Stiefbold’s class will read George 
Washington’s Spy and Ms. Landau’s 
class, The Orphan of Ellis Island. 
As we read, the students will make 
observations about the tools 
Mrs. Woodruff weaves into her writing 
and think about how these tools can 
be mirrored in their own written work.

Native American learning is 
underway, and we will be gearing 
up for our 4th grade “museum” in 
June. The children will make a variety 
of crafts including Arctic/Subarctic 
carvings, South West coil pots, and 
totem poles as the North West tribes 
did. They are excited for this upper 
grade “wright of passage”.

continued on page 3
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Classroom Updates (cont)

Mrs. Dunne and Miss Kolator’s 
Fifth Grade Classes

The fifth graders feel like they have stepped back in time as they learn about colonial times. Part of their learning 
experience includes crafts such as cross-stitching, weaving, and tinsmithing. These craft projects are used as a way to 
enrich their studies of the colonial time period in Social Studies. Also to help the children gain a deeper understanding, 
we are reading The Witch of Blackbird Pond, a novel set in colonial New England. The children also created dioramas 
at home depicting colonial occupations. Some of these dioramas will be on display in the Caldwell Public Library 
from April 11th to May 1st. If you get a chance, stop by and see them in the library’s display cabinets. 

The fifth grade also coordinated a food drive for the town’s Food Pantry during the month of April. Our theme was 
Kids Helping Kids. We collected food items that kids like so the pantry’s shelves are stocked for the summer months. 
Each grade was assigned different items. 

Third Grade Bike Rodeo



4

Letter from the HSA 

Dear Lincoln Families,

The countdown to the end of the year has begun! 
We are so excited to say goodbye to the snow and 
welcome spring with warmer temperatures. We have 
lots of activities to look forward to. To name a few, our 
spring Family Fun Night with the very popular Luau 
dance theme, Field Day, the Spring Concert, end of 
the year picnics, and of course the promotion of another 
well prepared 5th grade!

While we are all gearing up for the end of the year and 
looking forward to these fun activities, we are also trying 
to ensure that we have all of our key HSA positions filled 
for the 2014-2015 school year. As we have mentioned, 
it is truly important that we all pitch in to ensure that we 
are able to keep the HSA operating strong. Without doing 
so, we are in jeopardy of being able to continue with the 
many activities we offer our children today. Below is a 
list of positions for which we still need volunteers. 
Please consider getting involved so that we may continue 
to fulfill our goal of enriching our children’s elementary 
school experience. 

	One Blue Book Volunteer

	Two Book Fair Volunteers

	One Box Tops Volunteer

	One Class Parent Coordinator 

	Two Fall Mums Volunteers 
 (2014-2015 5th Grade Parents)

	Two Fundraising Volunteers

	One-Two Holiday Gift Sale Volunteers

	One-Two Publicity Volunteers

	One Third Grade Bike Rodeo Volunteer 
 (2014-2015 3rd Grade Parent)

In addition to the open positions, we are still looking 
for volunteers to coordinate our major fundraiser that 
is scheduled for the spring of 2015. It is very important 
that we begin our planning as soon as possible! As a 
reminder, the funds raised from this event are instrumental 
in supporting projects for Lincoln School. In the past, our 
major fundraisers have helped to pay for new playground 
equipment and an audio system. Please let us know if you 
are interested in helping.

If you should have any questions or interest in the 
open positions or volunteering for the spring 2015 
fundraiser, please feel free to contact Monica Novak at 
973-364-9730 or monicanovak@msn.com. We hope 
you enjoy the upcoming good weather and all the fun 
activities that come with wrapping up the school year!

Warm Regards,

Vicki Ehrhardt and Monica Novak
2013–2014 HSA Co-Presidents

“You get the best out of others when 
you give the best of yourself.”
- Harvey S. Firestone

Here Comes Summer!
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May 2014

Monday 5/5 – Thursday 5/8 Grade 5: NJ ASK Testing

Thursday 5/8 All District Orchestra Concert: 7:00 pm at JCHS

Monday 5/12 – Friday 5/16 Grade 4: NJ ASK Testing

Monday 5/12 – Thursday 5/15 Grade 3: NJ ASK Testing

Wednesday 5/14 HSA Meeting: 7:15 pm

Friday 5/16 Family Fun Night: 6:30-8:30 pm

Wednesday 5/21 USA Day: 1:30 pm

Thursday 5/22 Elementary/GCMS Band Spectacular: 7:00 pm at JCHS

Monday 5/26 Memorial Day: No School

Tuesday 5/27 Spring Concert/HSA General Meeting: 7:00 pm

Mark Your Calendar

June 2014

Tuesday 6/3

Early Dismissal
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
Kindergarten Orientation: 11:45 am

Jackals Game: 7:05 pm at Montclair State University

Friday 6/6 Field Day

Wednesday 6/11
Field Day Rain Date
HSA Meeting: 7:00 pm

Tuesday 6/17
5th Grade Promotion: 9:30 am

5th Grade Pool Party: 1:00 pm

Wednesday 6/19
Last Day of School: Early Dismissal
5th Grade Clap Out

Super
Teachers!
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? ?

Answer: Mrs. Golembeski Answer: Mrs. Bakos

Guess Who? Guess Who?
Favorite Book: Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White

Favorite Activity: Shopping

Favorite Dessert: Ice Cream

Favorite Subject: Math

Interesting Fact: I was in a 
McDonald’s commercial in 
high school

Who Am I? 

Favorite Vacation Spot: Disney World

Favorite Season: Fall

Favorite Dessert: It’s a tie between 
my grandma’s apple pie and 
Christmas cookies

Favorite Subject: Writing

Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving

Who Am I? 

Jump Rope for Heart 2014K-Kids Club
Mrs. Stevens

K-Kids is the new club at Lincoln School sponsored 
by the Kiwanis. It is a service club open to fourth and 
fifth graders. This year we have made posters for 
Jump Rope for Heart and are in the planning stages 
of our next service project. We will be collecting letters 
and cards for Operation Gratitude. We have monthly 
meetings and all you need is a signed permission slip to 
attend. Contact Mrs. Stevens if you would like to join 
rstevens@cwcboe.org. 
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Nurse’s Corner
Mrs. Ciesla

Along with the nice weather, the trees, grass and weeds 
are releasing their pollen into the air. So unfortunately, 
spring time is prime season for allergy symptoms for most 
of us. Allergy symptoms usually come on suddenly and 
last as long as a person is exposed to a particular allergen. 
The most common symptoms include: sneezing, itchy/
scratchy throat, itchy/watery eyes, nasal congestion or 
runny nose and coughing.

There is no real cure for seasonal allergies, but you can 
manage the symptoms with over the counter medication 
and limiting exposure to the pollen. Keep your windows 
closed, stay inside and use air conditioning when 
possible. Have your child wash their hands, or better yet, 
take a shower and change their clothes 
after playing outside, especially when 
the pollen count is high. Pollen counts 
are usually higher in the morning and 
on warm, dry, breezy days, and lowest 
when it’s cool and wet outside.

School Calendars 
2014-2016
Parents can access these 
calendars by clicking here: 
www.cwcboe.org/yearlycalendar

2014
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