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As we head into the second half of the 
year, it is a pleasure to always see our 
teachers and your children working 
hard. I continue to be impressed with 
the progress your children make here 
everyday. In addition, your help at home 
is appreciated by everyone at Lincoln 
School. I can’t say enough how important 
the home-school partnership is between 
you and our staff. It is one of the many 
reasons, I believe, Lincoln School 
continues to be an exceptional place to 
learn and grow.

In order to continue fostering the 
relationship between home and school, 
the staff and I have worked together to 
create our first Family Literacy Night on 
Thursday, February 13th. Everyone at 
Lincoln School is looking forward to it! 
During this new and exciting program, 
your family will participate in three 
separate teacher-facilitated workshops. 
You will learn various strategies that 
you can use at home to help your child 
develop as a reader. We look forward to 
seeing you and your children there!

Thinking about literacy, it is important 
that children are exposed to a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction materials. All of 
our teachers engage the students each 
day with many opportunities for reading. 
Furthermore, your children have the 
advantage of taking two books out of 
our library on a weekly basis, and it is 
important that you encourage them to do 
so. Please continue to help your children 
to become stronger readers by reading 
with them at home. I know reading comes 
easier for some students than for others. 
One strategy we use to meet the needs 
of all students is encouraging them to 

read “Just Right” books. “Just Right” 
books are books that we are able to read 
independently with success. Click here 
for a brief article describing how to select 
these types of books. Students in the 
upper elementary grades (3rd, 4th and 5th) 
are usually able to choose “Just Right” 
books independently. Students in lower 
elementary grades (Kindergarten, 1st and 
2nd) often choose books that may be 
above their independent reading levels. 
That is not necessarily a bad thing, but 
they will benefit from having an adult read 
these more challenging books with them 
so they do not reach a point of frustration. 
When choosing books at the town library, 
at our Bookfair, or at a bookstore, consider 
these points which we use in our school 
library. 

I would like to congratulate two groups of 
teachers for being rewarded with different 
grants. Our teachers in grades K,
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Message from the Principal 

Quick Links 
Click to jump to an article

The first grade Daisy Girl Scout 
Troop was busy tying knots in 
December. The girls crafted five 
super soft fleece baby blankets then 
donated these to infants in need 
this holiday season. This project 
helps the girls earn their Girl Scout 
Heart of New Jersey service award 
and brought some holiday cheer to 
families with infants.

Lincoln School Daisy Girl Scout Troop

continued on page 3
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Classroom 
Updates

Miss DelVecchio’s 
LLD Class

LLD – Miss DelVecchio’s class 
celebrated the holidays by putting 
on a “Holiday Show” for their 
parents. They were all so excited to 
sing and recite poetry to celebrate 
the holiday season, and they did a 
fantastic job! Back in the classroom, 
the Kindergartners of the class have 
been busy working on their reading 
skills by learning more and more sight 
words, while the second graders have 
been very focused on their reading 
comprehension. The class is looking 
forward to Valentine’s Day, and all 
of the students are eager to create 
special Valentine’s to bring home and 
share with their families. 

Mrs. O’Hara’s 
Kindergarten Classes

Kindergarten students recently had 
an “In School Snow Day”. Students 
came to school in pjs, acted as ‘snow 
detectives’ discovering snowflake 
shapes, and making their own snow! 
They had a snow ball fight using cotton 
balls, created their own snowmen, 
and used shaving cream to ‘write in 
snow.’ A short month 
of February, but a busy 
one for kindergarten, 
as they will create 
Valentine gifts, 
celebrate with cards, 
learn and practice their addresses, 
learn about President’s day and 
discover whether or not spring is soon 
to come with Groundhog Day!

Mrs. Dunphy and Mrs. Macken’s 
First Grade Classes

Our first graders enjoyed a trip to 
the Montclair Art Museum where 
they explored 
the elements 
of art during 
a gallery tour 
led by former 
Lincoln School kindergarten teacher 
and museum docent, Teresa 
Matrisciano. In the museum art 
studio, the children created art work 
of their own featuring the colors, 
lines, and shapes discussed in the 
galleries. The first graders made 
connections between the art work 
that they saw at the museum and 
the renowned artists they have read 
about through our Biography in 
a Bag program. This first grade 
reading program connects home and 
school by circulating picture book 
biographies in bags to share at home.

Mrs. Leven and Miss Walek’s 
Second Grade Classes

In science, we are finishing our unit 
on stars and constellations. To 
help enhance our learning, we will 

be visiting the Newark Museum 
planetarium in April. In social 
studies, we are wrapping up a unit on 
community helpers. We will be writing 
letters to the Caldwell and West 
Caldwell mayors in order to invite 
them to come visit us. We look forward 
to learning more about their jobs! 

Mrs. Bakos and Mrs. Tufano’s 
Third Grade Classes

The third grade performed their 
“Pushing up the Sky” play on 
February 7 for students and parents. 
We have begun to focus on non-
fiction reading in reading workshop 
and have just completed writing 
essays in writer’s workshop. In 
science, the students have been 
studying the solar system and will be 
visiting the planetarium at the close of 
the unit.

Ms. Landau and Mr. Stiefbold’s 
Fourth Grade Classes

The 4th graders are finishing 
their study of 
electricity and 
magnetism in 
science class 
where they have 
learned how 
we can use 
electricity and magnets to help us 
do work. The children showed their 
creativity by designing electrical and 
lightning safety posters. The fourth 
graders were also excited to combine 
artistic talent and knowledge of 
landforms and waterways in creating 
their 2-D islands in Social Studies. 
These posters are now on display 
in the “penthouse” hallway. In math, 
we continue to work on the common 
core standards. The unit we are 
currently working on is dividing by a 
One-Digit Number, better known as 
long division. The students have been 
learning how to estimate quotients, 
divide with remainders, as well as 
trying to gain an understanding of 
the distributive property and partial 
quotients.

continued on page 3
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Classroom Updates (cont)

Mrs. Dunne and Miss Kolator’s 
Fifth Grade Classes

The Fifth Graders are very busy. Right now they are 
assisting with a service project that will last through mid-
April. They are keeping a running tally of items brought 
in by each class to determine who will be the winner of 
the Terracycle Classroom Contest. The winning class 
will receive free ice cream. When ice cream is at stake 
keeping an accurate count is extremely important! In case 
you don’t know about the contest, it involves recycling 
common household products that would normally end 
up in the trash such as empty tubes of toothpaste or 

used toothbrushes. If you have any of the items listed 
in our virtual backpack, send them in and help save 
our environment. Inside the classroom, the children are 
working on thesis statements in writing and defending 
positions on topics that are important to them. In Social 
Studies, they are learning about explorers. As they delve 
more into the Age of Exploration, they will research 
one of the European explorers who came to explore and 
sometimes conquer. Speaking of conquering, the fifth 
graders are happy to announce, they have conquered 
long division! Although this is a math topic that many fifth 
graders find challenging and is often dreaded, it is no 
longer feared. Fifth grade is an amazing year. Ask any fifth 
grader, they’ll tell you.

1 and 2 (Mrs. O’Hara, Mrs. Dunphy, Mrs. Macken, 
Mrs. Leven, Miss Walek, Mrs. Bakos and Mrs. Tufano) 
received a Teacher Study Group grant from Montclair 
State University. The group will examine ways to enhance 
independent reading in their classrooms by using the book 
No More Independent Reading Without Support, by 
Debbie Miller and Ellen Keene. Additionally, 
Miss Vecchione and Mrs. O’Hara received a Teacher 
Incentive Grant from Montclair State University. The grant 
will support a program called Book Buddies: Increasing 
Fluency & Self-Esteem One Page at a Time. The 
purpose of this grant is to enhance the quality of language 
arts literacy instruction at the kindergarten and third grade 
level through a unique partner reading “book buddy” 
project, targeting the struggling readers within each 
classroom.

Thank you to our music teachers for their hard work with 
our winter concert. Students in our band, orchestra and 
chorus all performed beautifully. We look forward to our 
spring concert in May.

Once again, thank you for your continued support. 
I cannot stress enough how lucky we are to have you as 
part of the Lincoln family. Whether helping your child at 
home, volunteering for the HSA or donating time within the 
school itself, you are making a difference for your children. 
Let’s make the second half of the school year even better 
than the first half!

Adam Geher, Principal

Message from the Principal (cont)

The Fourth Grade Anti-Smoking Rally was a huge success! Students spent several weeks writing 
individual speeches and creating group anti-smoking songs. The speeches clearly stated how 
damaging smoking can be. The songs had a modern twist with an important anti-smoking message. 
Their hard work was evident in all of the performances. The message that smoking does “absolutely 
nothing” for you was clearly displayed.

Thank you to our Physical Education teacher, Mrs. Zeman for all of her hard work and dedication in 
making this program fun, as well as extremely educational for our students and their families!
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Letter from the HSA 
Happy New Year! We hope that you and your families 
had an enjoyable holiday and break. It is hard to believe 
that we are half-way through the school calendar year. 
The first half of the school year was filled with many 
activities for our children and their families. We had great 
attendance, and fun was had by all. We are also pleased 
to share that our fundraisers, such as Innisbrook and the 
Walk-a-thon, to date have been successful. We are very 
appreciative of your continued support and involvement in 
all the activities that take place. It truly adds for some great 
experiences and memories here at Lincoln School and for 
your children. We would like to thank our committee chairs 
and volunteers who were instrumental in coordinating and 
running these events. Their hard work has definitely 
paid off. 

We wrapped up 2013 with our annual Holiday Gift Sale, 
and we are pleased to say that once again it was a 
success! It is exciting to be able to offer our children the 
opportunity to shop and experience the joy of giving. Our 
committee chairs Patrese Lattimer, Meredith Wescott 
and Lorraine Zamloot began preparing for this event over 
the summer and worked diligently up until the day of the 
sale. We’d like to express our gratitude for all the time and 
effort they put into preparing for the Holiday Gift Sale. 
We also would like to thank all those who lent their support 
and time to them, as your participation contributed to 
its success!

The winter months inevitably bring some cabin fever. 
Juliann Gaffney and Stacey Quinn, our Fun-at-Lunch 
committee chairs, brought in a great set of presenters 
for our 6 week program. They have done a fantastic job 
accommodating many interests! This Friday will be our 
last Fun-at-Lunch day, and we are looking forward to 
Valentine’s BINGO! Thank you both for helping ease the 
winter blues!

As we move into the second half of the school year we’d 
like to remind you all that spring will be upon us before you 
know it. During that time, the HSA begins its recruitment 
process for volunteers of the open positions for the 
following school calendar year. 

It is critical that we fill these positions prior to the end 
of the school year, so that we have time to transition 
and prepare. We encourage you to please consider 
volunteering with the HSA. It is important that we 
continue to fill these positions and recruit new 
parents to participate. The terms of these positions 
were structured to foster new ideas and give all parents a 
chance to contribute to their child’s elementary experience. 
Please remember that without you, we would not be 
able to offer the many programs we do. If you have any 
questions about any of the ways you can volunteer, please 
do not hesitate to contact us. During the spring we will be 
following up with more information on the open positions.

We hope your children have enjoyed their activities thus 
far, and we look forward to seeing you at our monthly 
HSA meetings. 

Warm Regards,

Vicki Ehrhardt and Monica Novak
2013–2014 HSA Co-Presidents

“Words represent your intellect. 
The sound, gesture and movement 
represent your feelings.”
- Patricia Fripp
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March 2014

Sunday 3/2 Taste of The Towns: 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Wednesday 3/12
HSA Meeting: 9:00 am

Cultural Arts Assembly: 1:30 pm

Caryn Lin Electric Violinist

Friday 3/21 Beginner Winds and Percussion Recital: 10:00 am

Saturday 3/22 Book Fair: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Monday 3/24 Book Fair: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Wednesday 3/26
Book Fair: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Book Fair: 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Beginner String Recital: 1:30 pm

Thursday 3/27 Ice Cream Sales during lunch

Friday 3/28 Jump Rope For Heart (Grades 3-5): 6:30 – 8:00 pm

February 2014

Wednesday 2/12
Intermediate String Recital: 1:30 pm

HSA Meeting: 7:15 pm

Thursday 2/13
Ice Cream Sales during lunch
Family Literacy Night: 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Friday 2/14
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Fun-At-Lunch - BINGO

Monday 2/17 Winter Recess - No School

Friday 2/21
CA Assembly - Abe Lincoln: 3rd–5th: 9:15 am / K–2nd: 10:15 am

Family Fun Night/Movie Night: 6:30 – 8:30 pm

Sunday 2/23
Harlem Wizards Basketball
Game at JCHS: 12:30 pm

Mark Your Calendar

continued on page 6
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?

Answer: Mrs. Dunphy

Guess Who?
Favorite Book: Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats

Favorite Movie: Lion King

Favorite Dessert: Chocolate ice cream

Favorite Music: Rock

Favorite Season: Winter

Interesting Fact: I was part of a 
modern dance company in college

Who Am I? 

?

Answer: Mrs. Ciesla

Guess Who?
Favorite Movie: A Christmas Story

Favorite Dessert: Rice Krispies Treats

Favorite Subject: History

Favorite Childhood Toy: Barbie

Who Am I? 

April 2014

Tuesday 4/1 - Wednesday 4/2 Grade 3: In View Assessments

Monday 4/7
Early Dismissal
Parent-Teacher Conferences: Evening Only
HSA Meeting: 7:15 pm

Thursday 4/10
Early Dismissal
Parent-Teacher Conferences: Afternoon Only

Monday 4/14 - Friday 4/18 Spring Break: No School

Tuesday 4/22 Parent-Teacher Conferences: Evening Only

Thursday 4/24 Eco-Fair: 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Friday 4/25 3rd Grade Bike Rodeo: 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Monday 4/28 - Thursday 5/1 Grade 2: Terra Nova Assessments

Mark Your Calendar
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The Reader’s Corner
Miss Golembeski 

Winter has brought about lower than 
normal temperatures for our area. What 
a great time to put a book in your hands 
and find a cozy spot to read! Here are some suggestions 
to help you feel a bit warmer…

Picture Books

Mr. Wuffles by David Wiesener– 
Mr. Wuffles ignores all his cat toys but 
one, which turns out to be a spaceship 
piloted by small green aliens. When 
Mr. Wuffles plays rough with the little 
ship, the aliens must venture into the cat’s territory to 
make emergency repairs.

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt– When 
Duncan arrives at school one morning; he finds a stack of 
letters, one from each of his crayons, complaining about 
how he uses them.

Puffin Peter by Petr Horáček– When puffin friends Peter 
and Paul are separated during a storm at sea, a friendly 
blue whale helps them reunite. 

The Snatchabook by Helen Docherty– The woodland 
animals of Burrow Down are ready for a bedtime story, 
but where are the books? 

Snowflakes Fall by Patricia MacLachlan and Steven 
Kellogg–  In this illustrated poem in honor of the victims 
of the 2012 shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, falling 
snowflakes celebrate the uniqueness of life, its precious, 
simple moments, and the strength of memory.

Chapter Books

Einstein the Class Hamster by Janet Tashjian– 
Einstein, a very knowledgeable hamster, is desperate to 
help the students in his classroom win an audition for a 
televised trivia game show but, unfortunately, only one 
student, Ned, can hear him. 

Flora & Ulysses: the illuminated adventures by Kate 
DiCamillo– A girl named Flora and a squirrel named 

Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora 
after he was involved in an incident with a 
vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses’ 
superpowers to conquer villains and 
protect the weak.  * 2014 Newbery Winner *

Hold Fast by Blue Balliet– On a cold winter 
day in Chicago, Early’s father disappeared, and now she, 
her mother and her brother have been forced to flee their 
apartment and join the ranks of the homeless, and it is up 
to Early to hold her family together and solve the mystery 
surrounding her father. 

Nonfiction Books

Animal Babies by Andrea Pinnington–  
Lower reading level, high interest book 
contains facts about baby animals as well 
as photographs of these small creatures.

A Little Book of Sloth by Lucy Cooke– 
Text and photographs introduce readers to the sloth by 
introducing them to several of the animals that live in a 
sloth sanctuary in Costa Rica. 

No Monkeys, No Chocolate by Melissa Stewart and 
Allen Young– Describes how the cocoa bean is used 
to make chocolate and how the animals and other living 
things in the tropical rain forest play important parts in its 
creation. 

Congratulations 
Lincoln Elementary 
School!

Our school received 
the following note from 
well-known author/
illustrator Jan Brett, 
along with a copy of 
her newly released 
book for our library.
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Holiday Concert
Thank you to Angeloni’s for donating pizza 

to our 5th grade Dance-a-thon! It was delicious!

Predator Wrestling and Hybrid Martial Arts
Fun-at-Lunch with Rizzo’s Reptiles

Nurse’s Corner
Mrs. Ciesla

Staying Healthy
One of the most important things anyone can do to prevent 
illness and infection is to wash your hands often and 
correctly. This greatly reduces the amount of germs that 
enter your body.

Many studies over the years, by the CDC and independent 
groups, show that only about 5 percent of people wash 
their hands correctly and long enough. Proper hand 

washing is a learned ‘skill’. Most people, both kids and 
adults, focus on rubbing their palms together; when the 
finger tips that ‘touch’ everything, are the most important 
to get clean. And don’t forget to wash in between your 
fingers too. You also need to give the soap a chance 
to work. Clean your hands with the soap for about 20 
seconds before you rinse.

When soap and water is not available, hand sanitizer is 
an alternative, as long as your hands are not visibly dirty.  
Remember, it is a chemical. Be sure to use enough of 
the product to completely wet your hands. Then rub your 
hands together until they are completely dry.
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