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STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT: The Executive Branch

Role of the Vice President  

Constitutional (Formal) Roles
The vice president’s most crucial role is to serve as an able successor to the president.

Amendment 25 to the Constitution, passed in 1967, directs that the vice president become acting president
if the president dies, resigns, or becomes seriously ill. The vice president helps determine if the president is
unable to perform his duties. In this case, the vice president becomes acting president.

The vice president also serves as president of the 
Senate and votes only if there is a tie. 

Informal Roles 
In recent years, vice presidents have begun taking on a more active informal role. Dwight D. Eisenhower was
the first president to allow his vice president, Richard Nixon, to play an active role in his administration.

Amendment 25, Section 4: 

Whenever the Vice President and a
majority of either the principal

officers of the executive departments
or such other body . . . transmit . . .

their written declaration that the
President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, the
Vice President shall immediately

assume the powers and duties of the
office as Acting President.

Amendment 25, Section 3:

Whenever the President transmits . . .
his written declaration that he is

unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office . . . such powers and
duties shall be discharged by the Vice

President as Acting President.

Ceremonial Role
Represent the president overseas or at
home as a diplomat or national symbol

Supportive Role
Make speeches around
the nation defending the
decisions and the policies
of the president

Advisory Role 
Serve on the National
Security Council and sit
in on meetings with other
advisory committees of
the president
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