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Ratification of the Constitution: Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

Overview of the Conflict

Federalists

Individuals who supported the Constitution
and sought its ratification. James Madison,
Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay wrote a
series of 85 articles published in New York
newspapers in support of the Constitution.
These were known as “The Federalist
Papers.” Many articles were signed with
the name “Publius.” New York was a key
state in the ratification process because 
of its large population. The Constitution’s
advocates felt that the support of New
York and Virginia, Madison’s state, was
vital to the success of the new
government.

Anti-Federalists

Those who were opposed to the
Constitution and its principles, in particular
a strong central government. George
Mason, Edmund Randolph, Eldridge Gerry,
John Hancock, Samuel Adams and Patrick
Henry were all outspoken anti-Federalists
who also wrote articles that were published
in several newspapers explaining their
opposition to the Constitution. Several of
the anti-Federalist writings were signed with
the name “Centinel.” Mason, Randolph and
Gerry were delegates and contributors to
the Constitutional Convention, yet they
opposed the final document. 
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Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer

To The People of 
Pennsylvania 

Fellow citizens, The new constitution 
instead of being the panacea or cure of 
every grievance so delusively represented 
by its advocates will be found upon 
examination like Pandora's box, replete 
with every evil . . .

F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 7 8 8

. . . Centinel

New York Independent Journal

To The People of the 
State of New York 

Having shewn that no one of the powers 
transferred to the federal Government is 
unnecessary or improper . . .

J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 7 8 8

. . . Publius




