
 

 

GCMS 
LANGUAGE ARTS 8:  Summer Reading Assignment 2019 

 
We are looking forward to having you in class next year and hope you 
have an enjoyable summer.  To get us off to a good start, you will need to 
read the following novel: 
 

JUST A DROP OF WATER by Kerry O’Malley Cerra 
 
While reading the novel reflect on literary elements like theme, setting, 
characterization, author’s purpose, cause-effect, plot and point-of-view as 
we will be discussing and comparing these elements to other works we 
read during the school year. 
 
*This assignment will be due:  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 
 
Assignment : 
PART I 
Create a TED Talk  exploring the theme of adversity.  Your talk should 
include a discussion of examples of adversity from the novel,  from past or 
present people in history, and an example of your own experience with 
adversity.  All of these ideas should flow together nicely for the audience. 
 
Here are some guidelines to follow: 

1. You will be asked to post your video to Google Classroom on 
Wednesday, September 11, 2019 

2. The video should be between 2 and 4 minutes and of good sound 
quality 

3. Refer to the rubric attached to see the elements you will be graded 
on for this 75 point  portion of the project 

4. You will also need a script of what you discuss in the video; you will 
be asked to submit the script portion of your talk to  TURNITIN.com 
on September 11th  

 
 
 
 



 

Assignment : 
PART 2  

● Type the following IP address into your browser and take a photo 
tour of thirty-one artifacts from The 9-11 Museum 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/911-memorial/30/ 

● After touring the museum, write about an object that stands out or 
“speaks to you”.  Identify the object and explain what the object is 
and how or why it has affected you in a ONE PARAGRAPH response. 
This will be posted to Google Classroom on September 11th 

● This portion of the assignment is worth 25 points 
 

TED Talk Rubric 
 

Content  5  3  1 

Eye Contact; 
Good Volume; 
Voice Flow 

Holds attention of 
audience with 
direct eye 
contact 
 

Is not giving 
direct eye contact 
to the camera; 
volume is slightly 
low 

Does not look at 
the camera; 
unclear 
sound/voice 

Words (content) 
connected to the 
task of adversity- 
no deviation from 
the topic 
 
 
 

Student stays on 
topic with 
relevant/ new 
ideas that 
capture the 
audience’s 
attention; higher 
language 

Student stayed on 
topic; no new 
ideas presented 

Student did not 
stay on topic; 
used trivial 
language 

Examples are 
relevant and 
connect to novel, 
world, and self 

Uses all three 
examples being 
asked of them: 
from the novel, 
from history, from 
their own life 

Two examples of 
the three are 
being utilized 

Student only 
addresses one of 
the topics being 
asked of them 

Evidence of 
rehearsal 
 

Student is not 
reading off a 
script; is gazing at 
notecards; not 
stumbling over 
words 

Student is heavily 
using notecards; 
mispronunciation 
of certain words 

Student is 
reading off the 
script and not 
making eye 
contact with 
camera; constant 
errors in 
pronunciation 

Time Frame  
(2-4 minutes) 
 

Ted Talk is in the 
2-4 minute time 
frame 

Ted Talk is slightly 
under the time 
frame (1 minute) 

Ted Talk is under 
one minute long 

 
 
 

https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/911-memorial/30/


 

 
 


