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Math
In 6th grade Math, students have been solving problems involving decimal
operations. They completed decimal activities including: The Holiday Shopping
Spree, scavenger hunts and escape rooms like “My
Teacher is a Zombie”. In recent weeks, students have
been introduced to Algebraic Concepts including
Expressions and Equations. During the Expressions Unit,
students learned the basics of Algebra while working with
Variables, Writing and Simplifying Expressions, and The
Distributive Property. Next, students continued to build a
strong foundation for Algebra by modeling, drawing and
solving equations with cups and counters. Students have
gained an understanding of solving one-step equations using the algebraic
process. We have utilized online programs such as Aleks, Big Ideas, Kahoot
and Blooket.
English Language Arts (ELA)
In recent weeks, 6th grade language arts classes have been reading the
novel, Among the Hidden, by Margaret Peterson Haddix, while also focusing on
setting analysis and the effects setting has on character and conflict. In this
novel, one of the topics covered is Propaganda, so students are learning
about different techniques that could be found in multiple forms of
advertisements. After viewing various commercials and advertisements,
students will then apply their understanding by creating their own

advertisements to persuade viewers to follow and obey a law that presents
itself in the novel. Intermittently, throughout this unit, students are
participating in Guided Reading groups where they continue to build on their
independent reading strategies.
Social Studies
Mr. Teskoyan’s students immersed themselves in the study of the American
Civil War by creating visuals to represent this important time period.
Projects ranged from political posters to battle models. Students then
presented the meaning behind the creation to their fellow students.

Ms. Otinsky’s students completed a challenge to create Freedom Quilts
based on a book they read about the Underground Railroad called "Sweet
Clara and the Freedom Quilt". The quilts showed a path to "freedom". The
concept was "visible, yet invisible" as many of the clues and elements of the
URR were. They created quilt maps leading to a destination somewhere in
the school. Teams exchanged and tried to find each other's "freedom
tickets", picking up post-its at "stations" along the way.

Science
In Mrs. Pacala's science classes, students learned about Earth's history, the fossil
record, and about plate tectonics. This marking period was full of hands-on
laboratory activities! The students' favorite lab was modeling how tectonic motion
can change the shape of the land using graham crackers (continental plates), fruit
roll-up (oceanic plates), and frosting (magma).

Mrs. Forte’s students have been learning about the interactions, energy, and
dynamics within an ecosystem through the lens of the Mesozoic Era. The students
participated in various activities to demonstrate that competition for limited
resources reduces the size of a population and looked for patterns among
Jurassic food webs and modern ones. In-person and virtual students worked
collaboratively to model the cycling of matter among living and nonliving parts of
the ecosystem.

World Language
6th grade students are learning to converse on a basic
level in Spanish. They have written dialogues and
presented them through puppet shows. The elements
covered include: greetings and farewells, introducing
themselves and others, asking and answering simple
questions and sharing how they are doing with a variety
of emotions.

In addition to our puppet shows, students learned vocabulary expressions
related to calendar, weather and seasons. They created colorful and
creative projects demonstrating the different months and common weather
belonging to each season.

At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support
your child's learning. This month's focus is on screen time courtesy of Dr.
Mary L. Gavin, MD from KidsHealth.org.

Teens spend a lot of time in front of screens. But too much screen time
can interfere with getting enough exercise, doing homework, being with
friends, and spending time with family. It also can contribute to obesity,
attention and learning problems, and sleep problems.

Screen time can include things like researching a school project, creating
music or art, or interacting with friends via social media. It also includes
watching TV shows, streaming videos, and playing games.
Parents should continue to set limits on screen time and stay aware of what
their teens are doing online.
How Much Is Too Much?
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends that parents of
kids and teens place consistent limits on media use. Media includes
entertainment (like watching TV and playing video games), and education (like
researching a school project).
Not all screen time is the same. Teens are more independent, but it's still up
to parents to decide how (and how often) their teens use screens. Teens
may need to spend more time online doing homework but they may also
spend a lot of time on social media, playing games, or watching TV and videos.
Screen time should not replace time needed for sleeping, eating, being active,
studying, and interacting with family and friends.
Screen Time Tips
● Encourage teens to be involved in a variety of free-time activities, like
spending time with friends, joining clubs or after-school activities, and
exercising. Encourage your teen to be physically active every day and
get enough sleep.
● Turn off all screens during meals and at least an hour before bedtime.
Keep devices with screens out of your teen's bedroom after bedtime
and don't allow a TV in your teen's bedroom. This will help your teen
get enough sleep.

● Research video and computer games before letting your teen get
them. Look at the ratings, which can run from EC (meaning "early
childhood") to AO (meaning "adults only"). Teens probably should be
limited to games rated T (for "teens") or younger. If possible, preview
games and even play them with your teen to see what they're like. The
game's rating may not match what you feel is OK.
● Spend time together with your teen watching TV, playing games, or
going online. Use this time as a chance to talk and learn together.
● Keep the computer in a common area where you can watch what's
going on. Teach your teen about safe Internet and social media use.
Make sure they know the dangers of sharing private information
online, cyberbullying, or sexting.
● Set a good example. Turn off TVs and other screens when not in use.
Don’t leave screens on in the background. Turn off or mute your
phone when you’re not using it and during family times, like meals.

