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Math
In 6th grade Math, students explored Geometric concepts involving area of
polygons and composite figures, surface area of rectangular prisms and
pyramids, and volume of rectangular prisms.. Students took measurements
of cereal and sneaker boxes, floor plans, and other real-world figures and
objects to practice their calculations. In recent weeks, students have been
introduced to the Number System which includes concepts, such as Integers,
Rational Numbers, Absolute Value, The Coordinate Plane and Inequalities.
During the Number System Unit, students used number lines to explore
negative integers, rational numbers, absolute value and inequalities for the
first time. Also, students learned about the entire coordinate plane, while
working on map-like problems and finding the area and perimeter of
polygons on the coordinate plane. Students have gained a better
understanding of algebraic concepts that will be built upon next year. Finally,
students will end the year by studying Statistical Measures, such as mean,
median, and mode. We have utilized online programs such as Aleks, Big Ideas,
Kahoot and Blooket. It has been a pleasure to learn so much during 6th
grade, especially since we could do it in school. All of the students will take
a well-deserved break and come back refreshed and energized to do it all
over again in 7th grade!

English Language Arts (ELA)
Mrs. Chomko’s ELA class wrapped up their class novel, Buddy, by M,H.
Herlong, by researching various types of service dogs and creating
infographics on their findings. They even had the opportunity to meet our
own local trainer for The Seeing Eye, Jackie Sweigart, and her 16 week old
German Shepherd. The students learned first hand what it is like to train a
puppy to become a hardworking dog who helps assist.the vision impaired.

Social Studies
Students just completed a unit on 19th Century immigration and the industrial
revolution in the US. They enjoyed creating comic strips to show the
journey from homeland, on the ships, process at Ellis Island, and new life in
America. Discussions included expectations vs reality of life in America for
those 19th Century immigrants, and analysis of political cartoons from turn
of the century immigration and today.

Science
Mrs. Forte’s science classes have been working on a project-based
unit about Human Impact and Per Capita consumption. Every day, students
have a mini lesson on one specific topic (such as the production of
electricity or the damage done by invasive species). Following the mini-lesson,
students work to decide which choices should be made for their project.
There is a twist: rather than making the best choice, students are asked to
make the worst possible choice instead. Students will present their projects
to the class, followed by a discussion of each presentation.
In Mrs. Pacala’s classes, students are studying environmental science.
They have investigated organism interactions like competition, predator-prey
relationships, and symbiosis. Currently, they are examining their impact on
the environment. Students have calculated their ecological footprints and are
exploring ways in which humans can live more sustainably overall.
World Language
Students in the Spanish 6th grade classes were busy learning how to tell
time in Spanish. They were able to communicate with each other and
indicate at what time their classes occurred and write about it in class.
They continued to increase their vocabulary by learning the Personal
Pronouns and were introduced to 12 new -ar verbs.

We are culminating the

year by creating -AR Booklets, where students will utilize the latest material
learned by writing sentences and illustrating the booklet.

Innovation and Research
GCMS students in Innovation
and Research this marking period
have been busy testing out the
Engineering Design Process in so
many ways! Sixth grade engineers
are in the process of designing
helmets for specific target
audiences (people who want to
wear helmets with long hair,
commuters, BMX riders, and
more). On top of their
brainstormed design, they'll be creating a device to keep an egg safe from a
fall; similar to what helmets do for us. What an egg-cellent job, 6th graders!
At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support
your child's learning. This month's focus is on avoiding the “summer slide” by
the Children’s Literacy Initiative.
What is Summer Slide?
You may have heard the term “summer slide” from teachers or other
parents, but what does it mean? Summer Slide is what happens when the
skills students learn during the school year are lost or forgotten over the
summer. When kids don’t practice their reading skills during the summer
months, they can fall behind by the time school starts again. Summer may be
winding down, but it’s not too late to polish up those reading skills in time for
September!

How can I prevent Summer Slide?
1. Choose the Right Books: Think of this as the “Goldilocks Effect.” If your
kid’s book is too easy, she’ll get bored. If her book is too hard, she’ll get
frustrated and give up. When your child reads a “just right” book, she should
be challenged but engaged. Ask your child’s teacher or a children’s librarian
for help if you’re not sure what your child’s reading level is.
2. Set Goals: Sit down with your child and set some summer reading goals
together. Depending on your child’s age, you might want to shoot for one
book a week, or an hour of reading time a day. Make sure your goals are
realistic, and set up a reward system. For example, if she finishes three
books, take a trip to the movie theater or get an ice cream cone.
3. Make it fun! Your kids will want to read if you sneak books into all the
fun activities you do. Heading to the beach? Pack some books with you. Try
going on a “reading picnic” in the park. Play games or puzzles together that
will require your child to read words. Sing songs or nursery rhymes with
younger ones.
4. Go the Library: Public libraries often have great summer programs for
kids, and these are usually inexpensive or free. While you’re there, let your
child pick out some new books – he’ll be much more excited to crack open
a book if he chose it himself.
5. Read Every Day: Practice makes perfect, and reading is no exception!
Show your kids that reading is a priority, and they will treat it that way too.
In the meantime, enjoy snuggling up with your child and sharing a book – these
moments will help establish a love of reading and a closer bond with your
family.

